
RI RESTRAINING ORDER VIOLATION LAW 

§ 15-15-3 Protective orders – Penalty – Jurisdiction. 
 
(h) Any violation of the protective orders in subsection (a) of this section shall subject 
the defendant to being found in contempt of court.  
 
(2) The contempt order shall not be exclusive and shall not preclude any other available 
civil or criminal remedies. Any relief granted by the court shall be for a fixed period of 
time not to exceed three (3) years, at the expiration of which time the court may extend 
any order, upon motion of the plaintiff, for any additional time, that it deems necessary 
to protect the plaintiff from abuse. The court may modify its order at any time upon 
motion of either party.  
 
(i) Any violation of a protective order under this chapter of which the defendant has 
actual notice shall be a misdemeanor which shall be punished by a fine of no more than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both.  
 
(2) The penalties for violation of this section shall also include the penalties as provided 
by § 12-29-5.  

 


