Let me just start off by saying thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak today. 

Eight years ago, I was stabbed 27 times by someone who intended to kill me. I survived- but just barely. That day changed my life forever. I live with physical scars, the emotional trauma, and the daily struggle of trying to rebuild a life that was  nearly taken from me. 

But what perhaps is even more painful than this: under our current laws in Rhode Island, the person who tried to kill me could not be charged with attempted murder. The most severe charge available was "assault with intent to murder” a charge that carries a maximum sentence of just 20 years. In my case the man who nearly ended my life may be released after only serving eight. 

There is something deeply wrong with that. Attempted murder is not just an ‘assault’ it's a deliberate, violent act intended to take a life. When someone survives that kind of attack, it's not because the offender changed their mind. It’s usually because of luck,  medical intervention, or sheer will to live. Survival should not reduce the seriousness of the crime. 

We need a law in Rhode Island that recognizes this truth: that attempting to murder someone is a distinct, severe and deeply damaging crime- and it deserves to be prosecuted as such. 

I’m not here for revenge. I'm here for justice. I’m here for every victim who has been told “ Well at least you didn’t die” That’s not good enough. We need laws that reflect the real gravity of what we’ve endured and we need sentencing that protects victims and communities. 

Today I am calling on our local legislature to sponsor and pass an attempted murder statute that ensures anyone who tries to take a life faces the full extent of the law. This is not just about me- its about everyone who has survived an act of violence and every person who could be the victim of one tomorrow.

I also urge every member of the public who cares about justice, fairness, and the safety of our communities to speak out and support this change. You can contact your local representatives and ask them to support the creation of an attempted murder statute. Together, we can change the law to ensure a crime as severe as this is treated with the seriousness it deserves. 

I want to thank you for the platform you have given me today to advocate for this change. Thank you for listening, now lets work together to make sure no one else has to go through what i did and those that try to take a life are held accountable. 

